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		Why apply for awards?
Receiving awards and recognition from reputable organizations can be one of the best ways to gain legitimacy for your grant program. Awards provide positive publicity for your program, help potential funders feel more comfortable with beginning or continuing to donate, and spread your message of youth environmental empowerment beyond the boundaries of your community.
Awards provide the benefits of press, including:
· increasing awareness about issues affecting the local environment, animals and human community
· celebrating your program and its incredible, hard-working volunteers
· gaining publicity for your program
· increasing community support for and awareness of your program
· recruiting participants and volunteers
· inspiring hope in our community by sharing a story about individuals making a positive difference
In the first six years of the Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program, winning awards has resulted in the following noticeable impacts:
· increases in volunteer enthusiasm for the program
· increase in community recognition of the program
· increased buy-in from the mayor, school board officials, and city council both for our program and for environmental initiatives as a whole
· increased financial support for the program
· increased chances of winning future awards
[bookmark: _GoBack]In our experience, there are three key ways of maintaining public interest in the program: gaining award recognition, calculating the environmental impact of the funded projects as a whole, and providing meaningful stories about the impacts of the program on people. Don’t miss out on one third of that by underestimating the power of award recognition!
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