Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program Summary

(250 words)

The Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program is a youth-directed program that awards small grants and provides technical guidance to young people for their youth-led sustainability projects in Carmel, Indiana. The program utilizes middle and high school students to inspire and mentor youth, ages 18 and under, to identify environmental needs within our community and to design, fund, implement, and evaluate appropriate projects to address those needs. Created, developed, and administered by teens, our goal is to challenge area youth to use their skills, creativity and energy to help make our community greener through projects that reduce pollution, conserve natural resources, or save energy while educating others to do the same.

Thirty-two environmental youth projects have received funding since we founded the program in 2009. Projects include creating organic community gardens, planting trees, creating educational campaigns to reduce waste, establishing and promoting school no idle zones and lunchroom recycling programs, and more. See CarmelGreenTeen.org for details.

Over 500 young people, aged 5-18, from schools, churches, Scout groups, and clubs have directly participated in the funded environmental projects. Cumulatively, these projects have saved the 79,000 citizens of Carmel an estimated 100 tons of CO2 and over $92,000 annually, with additional savings forthcoming – all done with $21,000 and a lot of volunteer hours and community support.  Our program has received national and global recognition, and a video about the program was shown at the United Nations’ Rio +20 Environmental Summit. We continue to demonstrate to Carmel and the world the power of youth.

