Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program
Explanation of Grant Criteria	
1. The project must be youth led – Adults are meant to serve as guides, not leaders Exceptions can be made for very young applicants (pre-K to grade 5)
2. Project must take place in Carmel/Clay Township – This means schools, Carmel Clay Parks, etc. are great places to consider working with!
3. Project must do one or more of the following (We have recently changed this criteria to allow for projects that benefit air/land/water quality and DIRECT conservation of local species)
· improve local air, land, or water quality
· conserve natural resources
· save energy or encourage use of renewable vs. non-renewable resources
· [bookmark: _GoBack]directly promote local, native species reintroduction or conservation – This is a new criteria, meant to encourage projects that benefit our environment by preserving native species, a vital part of our environment. It will only apply to projects that have a direct impact, such as growing plants to encourage native insects to return to that area, etc.
4. Youth are strongly encouraged to create projects that educate and/or involve their school or community – We would really like to see an educational component, even if it simply flyers, brochures, t-shirt or giving a short presentation to those outside your group so they can learn more about your project and its impact on the environment
5. Project must have specific start and completion dates within 9 months of receiving funding – Basically, you should have your project done by the end of the calendar year 
6. Group must have non-profit sponsor – Schools, churches and scouting organizations are all great non-profits to work with, but feel free to ask us if you need help finding one
7. Youth must track and measure success of project – Very easy, just fill out the short form we give you. If not, this may affect future grant requests
8. Project must have complete and realistic budget – Try and get donations if possible! Preference may be given to groups that secure at least 10% of total project costs through vendor discounts, in-kind donations, or monetary donations.
9. Grant money MAY be used for the following:
	a. Supplies and Materials the youth will use in their project
	b. Expenses involved in youth planning meetings
	c. Transportation to project sites
	d. Training directly related to service project
	e. Promotional items which serve to promote “going green” – included are t-shirts, flyers, educational plaques, etc. Really, we just want to see you guys reaching out to educate your community, and hopefully inspire others to “go green” as well!
10. Grant Money MAY NOT be used for the following:
	a. Staff salaries or youth wages, including stipends
	b. Major equipment purchases – if you need any major equipment, see if you can borrow or rent the item
	c. The purchase of items to be resold – In essence, no fundraising  
	d. Religious instruction or worship services
	e. Fund-raising or direct donations to other organizations – While there are many worthy organizations out there; we want YOU to be making the impact, not someone else
	f. Scholarships or conferences
	g. Enhancement of facilities or properties of for-profit organizations
	h. Reimbursement of monies spent prior to the grant award date
11. Applicants MUST attend the Grant Review Session – This year, the session will be held on March 9th, 2014 (We will send you the specific time and place for your group’s interview after we receive your application), so be sure to clear your calendars if you’re applying. At your interview, which should only take around 15 minutes, we would just like to hear you briefly present your project, and then we may ask you a few questions about your application or project. You may bring any visual aid items you wish. 
*CARMEL CLAY SCHOOL GROUPS: There is an additional form on your application titled the “Administrative Approval Form” that you MUST complete and send to us no later than Feb. 18th if you plan on doing a project on CCS property
	

