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Why publicize your Green Teen project?

Whether you choose to talk to local media or put up posters in town or school, publicity can fulfill a number of purposes. Here are some of the reasons why you should consider publicizing your Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant funded activities:

· to increase awareness about issues affecting the local environment, animals and human community

· to celebrate your project or event

· to gain publicity for your school, community group or organization

· to increase community support for and awareness of your group and its project

· to recruit participants and volunteers

· to inspire hope in our community by sharing a story about individuals making a positive difference

Publicizing your project in advance can help your group attract participants and sponsors.

Inviting local media to your event will allow them to see your group in action. Sending a written summary of your event and pictures to your community news​paper and posting it online can help your group celebrate its success.

Reaching the Media

Once you have decided to publicize your project, select the type of media that will be most effective in achieving your group's goals. For example, does your group hope to raise awareness about an environmental issue, or is your goal to advertise a service project in order to attract volunteers? You can gain publicity for your group through a number of different venues:

Education reporter

Newspapers and magazines usually employ an education reporter. Contact your local newspaper, or even a newspaper with a wider circulation, and ask for its education reporter. For larger newspapers, you also might want to contact staff that report on community events.  atCarmel Magazine, Current in Carmel, and AroundCarmel.com are very receptive to youth, community service articles.

Local cable

Most cities and towns have a local cable channel that covers community issues. Speak to the station manag​er about getting airtime for your group. It should be free of charge! If your group has created a video of a service project, ask the station if it will air your tape.  All Carmel schools have video systems that can show live announcements, videos, or PowerPoint presentations.  Be polite and get any necessary permission.

Radio station

Telephone your local radio station and ask if you can set up an interview on a talk show.  CHS has its own radio station.

School paper

Many schools & PTOs have their own newspa​pers or e-newsletters, and your group members can write articles for these publications in order to gain support for a project.  It is best to speak directly with a supervisor or student journalist.

Online news submissions, blogging, and social networking

Several online newspapers have “News From You” that can be submitted and posted the same day.  If you belong to a social network, then let people know about your event via Facebook, Twitter or through blogging.
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Carmel Green Teen Project Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




Contact:

________________________




________________________

date








name of group leader

________________________




________________________

event title







telephone number

________________________




________________________

city and state







email address

Project or event description:

(Start with an interesting, attention-grabbing sentence about your project, then tell the who, what, where, when, why and how of your project.  This should be fewer than 400 words.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Funding for this project was provided by the Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program, which challenges area youth to use their skills, creativity and energy to help make Carmel, Indiana a greener community through youth-driven projects that reduce pollution, conserve natural resources, and/or save energy.  Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots, United Way of Central Indiana’s Youth as Resources, and the City of Carmel, Indiana provide organizational and financial support for this program.  See CarmelGreenTeen.org for more details.
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